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SUBJECT: RUMORED RETURN OF GROUNDED TU-154S TO USSR 

1 . PRESS FEB 18 CARRIES SMALL STORY ANNOUNCING RETURN TO USSR 
OF REMAINING SEVEN TU 154 AIRLINERS, GROUNDED SINCE ONE CRASHED 
LAST FALL. AIRCRAFT ARE ALL STILL IN CAIRO, BUT EGYPTIANS 
APPEAR TO BELIEVE THEY HAVE GOOD CHANCE OF OBTAINING SOVIET 
AGREEMENT TO TAKE THEM BACK. 

2. WE ARE TOLD EGYPTIAN MINISTERIAL LEVEL DELEGATION PRESENTLY 
IN MOSCOW TO DISCUSS ECONOMIC MATTERS IS TO RAISE THIS SUBJECT 
EARLY ON IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. SOVIETS ARE REPORTED TO HAVE 
TACCEPTED RETURN OF ALL SEVEN, BUT ONLY IF GOE AGREES TO PAY 
FOR SPECIAL INTERIOR EQUIPMENT THAT WAS INSTALLED AND A CHARGE 
FOR THE TIME THE AIRCRAFT WERE IN EGYPT AIR'S HANDS. THERE 

IS RESISTENCE EVEN TO THESE EXPENSES BEING ASSUMED BY 
EGYPT, BUT OUR SOURCES SEEM TO FEEL THEY WOULD BE AN 
ACCEPTABLE FALL-BACK POINT. 

3. COMMENT: REPORTING RETURN OF AIRCRAFT IN ADVANCE OF FACT 
IS A STANDARD EGYPTIAN NEGOTIATING PLOY. SOVIETS HAVE BEEN 
BALKING FOR SOME TIME ON TAKING BACK THESE AIRCRAFT. GIVEN 
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SEEMS LIKELY THAT THEY WOULD BE WILLING TO TAKE THEM ALL BACK, 

A TACIT ADMISSION OF INFERIORITY, UNLESS THERE WERE A FAIRLY 
SIGNIFICANT PAYOFF IN RETURN, NOT NECESSARILY IN MONEY. SOVIETS 
MAY, OF COURSE, BELIEVE THAT SUCH A GESTURE WILL HELP IMPROVE 
STRAINED SOVIET/EGYPTIAN RELATIONS. THEN, TOO, EGYPTIANS MAY 
MERELY BE ENGAGING IN SOME WISHFULL THINKING AND/OR PRESSURE 
TACTICS. 
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